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Family Farmers Endorse Measure M
CAFF and CCOF Nor th Bay call for  opposition to cease deceptive tactics

For immediate release
October 15, 2005 Contact: Julian Kayne, 874-9768

Some 50 farmers from throughout Sonoma County gathered today, Oct. 15, at the Santa Rosa Farmers’ 

Market to declare their support for Measure M. 

The initiative will place a 10-year moratorium on genetically engineered crops in Sonoma County. The event 

was hosted by CAFF, the Community Alliance with Family Farmers; CCOF, California Certified Organic 

Farmers and the Santa Rosa Farmer’s Market Association. Each has officially endorsed Measure M.  The 

groups represent more than 100 family farmers and thousands of acres in Sonoma County.  

“We are coming together today to show our support for Measure M, because the moratorium on genetically 

engineered crops will protect our farms and reputations,” said Julian Kayne President of the North Coast 

Chapter of CAFF and a signer of the ballot argument in favor of Measure M. “Farmers have rejected GE 

wheat and rice in North Dakota, Missouri, California and in many countries across the world. We don't need 

or want these new, untested technologies in our fields or jeopardizing our ability to market the food we 

produce.”

Some 50 farmers representing the diversity of Sonoma County agriculture attended. These included farmers 

making their living through vegetable producers, grape growers, goat cheese producers and the dairy industry.  

Presenters emphasized that the Sonoma County name is a brand that has and needs to continue to represent 

clean, high-quality farm products. We are proud to grow the best quality food and will not accept technologies 

that compromise that quality. We believe GE will irrevocably harm our crops, farms and reputations. 

"Farming is a long-term commitment," said Lou Preston of Preston Vineyards who is a certified organic 

grower of grapes, olives, vegetables and tree fruit in the Dry Creek Valley. "There are no silver bullets to 

solve farming challenges. But there are plenty of natural techniques to ensure healthy soils, crops and 

environment. We don't need GMOs."

"Preston said Sonoma County's cutting-edge reputation for healthy food would be at risk with the 

introduction of GE crops. "We are not just selling wine," he said. "We're selling a healthy lifestyle and 

wholesome eating. OUr visitors expect an 'Alice Waters and John Ash' experience."

 “Sonoma County farmers are leaders in farmland conservation, organics and direct marketing of top quality 

products,” said Renee Grossi a fourth-generation farmer and member of Valley End Farm a 68-acre vegetable 

CCOF-certified organic farm  in Santa Rosa. “We’ve heard from consumers and this initiative will keep us on 

the leading edge.” 



"Genetic engineering of our seed supply not only threatens the variety of choice in our seeds but would end 

up pulling dollars from our community and handing them to the GMO conglomerates," Grossi said. "Banning 

GMOs allows organic farming to continue."

“It is imperative that farms that supply us with organic silage remain free of contamination from pollen of 

genetically modified crops” explained Albert Strauss, president of Straus Family Creamery, a major buyer of 

Sonoma County milk. “The decertification of our dairies and fields in Sonoma County would result in a loss 

of more than $5 million a year in agricultural revenue for the county,” he continued. 

“The Sonoma County Farm Bureau established a ‘Family Farmers Alliance’ in the past year, the name is 

confusing people about CAFF’s position and we are calling on them to stop using the deceptive name and the 

signs promoting it, ” said George Davis of Porter Creek Winery and vice-president of the Community 

Alliance with Family Farmers. He announced that CAFF had sent a cease and desist letter to the “Family 

Farm Alliance” and the Sonoma County Farm Bureau to stop confusion among voters.  CAFF has been 

active in Sonoma County for more than 15 years and has worked collaboratively with Farm Bureau and other 

key farm groups on issues including the Glassy-Winged Sharp Shooter, the Vineyard Ordinance, the Right to 

Farm Ordinance, and other projects.

Several speakers addressed issues of the availability of diverse seeds, farmer liability and the right of a 

corporation to own patent rights on a life form. Percy Schmeiser, the now-famous Canadian canola farmer, 

attended to support the local farmers. Schmeiser became know internationally after Monsanto sued him for 

using patented genetically engineered seed after it blew on to his field from a neighbor’s. 

After the event farmers walked precincts in Santa Rosa to talk with voters about their support of Measure M.
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